
1st Swiss Enterovirus Symposium – Programme  

 

Day 1 – Monday, 05 October 2026 
  

15:30–18:00 Registration 

18:00–18:15 Opening and Welcome 

18:15–19:00 Keynote I – Heli Harvala: Enteroviruses – Harmless Fellow Passengers or the Next 
Disease X? 

19:00–21:00 Dinner 

 

Day 2 – Tuesday, 06 October 2026 
 

07:30–09:00 Breakfast 

09:00–09:10 Introduction 

09:10–09:45 Keynote II – Javier Martin: Poliovirus and Beyond: Enterovirus Genomics in 
Wastewater 

09:45–10:45 Lecture Session I – Epidemiology & Surveillance I 
1. Aurora Hirvonen: Global epidemiology and genetic evolution of enterovirus D68 

over a decade (2015-2024): a systematic review 
2. Margarita Pons Salort: Reconstructing enterovirus D68 clade-specific 

transmission dynamics using Bayesian phylodynamics and association with 
acute flaccid myelitis cases 

3. Itay Bar-Or: Under the Radar: Wastewater Surveillance Reveals Continuous EV-
D68 Circulation in Israel, 2024–2025 

10:45–11:15 Coffee Break 

11:15–11:50 Keynote III – Katharina Röltgen: Reading infection histories from antibodies: 
longitudinal serology from SARS-CoV-2 to enteroviruses 

11:50–12:50 Lecture Session II – Epidemiology & Surveillance II 
1. Christopher Bell: From local outbreak to international insight: detecting and 

managing emerging enterovirus threats through England's integrated 
surveillance system 

2. Laura Pellegrinelli: Culture-based wastewater surveillance reveals successive 
epidemic waves of infectious enterovirus genotypes in Milan, Italy, 2023–2026 

3. Bélélé Siméon Bakyono: Genetic origins and circulation of emerging EV-A71 
recombinant lineages in Europe, 2014–2024 

12:50–13:50 Lunch 

13:50–16:00 Social Activity 

16:15–16:50 Keynote IV – Kevin Messacar: A Two-Way Lens: Clinical Insights Into and From 
Multimodal Enterovirus Surveillance 



 

16:50–17:30 

 

Poster Flash Talks (3 min each) 
1. Bélélé Siméon Bakyono: Recombination-driven evolution of Coxsackievirus A4 

and its links to emerging EV-A71 lineages 

2. Arthur H. Totten: Whole genome sequencing of the re-emergent Enterovirus 
Echovirus 17 cluster in New York State in 2026. 

3. Salomé Lochmann: Comparative seroprevalence and immune profiling of 
enteroviruses in European and African populations 

4. Charles N. Agoti: Genomic Insights into Community Transmission of 
Coxsackievirus A24 Variant during the 2024 Acute Hemorrhagic Conjunctivitis 
Outbreak in Coastal Kenya 

5. Karen Fuentes: Exploring whole genome sequence methodologies to optimise 
enterovirus surveillance: a work in progress 

6. Elke Wollants: Enterovirus surveillance in Belgium in 2026: Increased detection 
and predominance of Echovirus 9 

7. Anna Parker: Pathoplexus: Prompt, Principled and Portable Viral Genome Sharing 

8. Nadia Neuner-Jehle: Phylogenetic Analysis of Non-Polio Enteroviruses to Develop 
a Scalable Nomenclature System 

17:30–19:00 Coffee & Poster Session 

19:00–21:00 Dinner 



Day 3 – Wednesday, 07 October 2026 
 

07:30–09:00 Breakfast 

09:00–09:10 Introduction 

09:10–09:45 Keynote V – Florian Zwagemaker: Ten Years of Modernizing Pathogen Data 
Infrastructure: How Scalable Platforms Enable Enterovirus Surveillance 

09:45–10:45 Lecture Session III – Bioinformatics & Tools 

1. Alejandra González Sánchez: EVOLVE: EnteroVirus OnLine tools for Viral 
Epidemiology 

2. Lauren McCormick: Enterovirus Recombination: A Comparative Analysis  
3. Neta Zuckerman: Beyond consensus genomes: Insights from poliovirus 

wastewater surveillance into strain-level resolution of mixed populations 

10:45–11:15 Coffee Break 

11:15–12:20 Lecture Session IV – Viral Fitness & Dynamics 

1. Denny Trimcev: Deep Sequencing Maps Quasispecies Dynamics and the 
Fitness Landscape of Poliovirus  

2. Stefano Giunta: Targeting rhinovirus IRES as new approach for antivirals  
3. Merav Weil: Tracking Enteroviruses Outbreaks Through Environmental 

Surveillance and Molecular Epidemiology: Polio as Model  

12:20–13:20 Lunch 

13:20–16:15 Social Activity 

16:30–17:30 Coffee & Poster Session 

17:30–18:45 Breakout Discussions 

18:45–19:15 Meeting Summary & Closing Remarks 

19:15–22:00 Closing Dinner 

 

Day 4 – Thursday, 08 October 2026 
 

07:30–09:00 Breakfast 

09:00–09:15 Introduction 

09:15–10:45 Workshop (Part 1) 

10:45–11:15 Coffee Break 

11:15–13:00 Workshop (Part 2) 

13:00–14:00 Lunch – close of symposium 

 


